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BINGHAM COUNTY UTILITY COORDINATING COUNCIL

                      MEETING MINUTES

                        September 7, 2021
President:

Justin Whited
Vice President:
Dusty Whited
Sec/Treasurer:

Rebecca Fangsrud
ATTENDEES:

	Justin Whited
	Intermountain Gas
	705-6307
	justin.whited@intgas.com

	Dusty Whited
	Bingham County
	782-3864
	dwhited@co.bingham.id.us

	Troy Lenhart
	Bingham County
	782-3863
	tlenhart@co.bingham.id.us

	Rebecca Fangsrud
	Bingham County
	782-3173
	rfangsrud@co.bingham.id.us

	David Romrell
	Bingham County
	782-3172
	dromrell@co.bingham.id.us

	Julie Maki
	Digline Inc.
	287-0055
	jmaki@digline.com

	Addie Jo Harris
	Bingham County Planning & Development
	782-3177
	ajackman@co.bingham.id.us

	Melodie Halstead
	Idaho Transportation Dept.
	239-3370
	Melodie.Halstead@itd.idaho.gov


· Justin Whited, called the meeting to order.
· Dusty Whited made the motion to approve the minutes and Melodie Halstead seconded it. The minutes from the July 20, 2021 meeting were approved as written.
Digline Presentation – Julie Maki
Copies of the Damage Prevention Statute were made available in both English and Spanish.  
As of last month Digline has about 330 members, 24 members are in Bingham County.  A member is an underground facility that has joined Digline.  If there is work going on in an area, there are up to 24 utilities notified in Bingham County.  Those numbers do not include 5 counties in northern Idaho.  The call center out of Spokane, Washington takes care of the 5 counties in northern Idaho.  Digline has just under 7,200 active contractors that have called in locates in the last year.  In Bingham County there are 460 active contractors.  Digline total inbound locate requests statewide were about 15,000 tickets over where we were last year.  There was a 15 percent increase statewide from 2019 to 2020 and a 16 percent increase from last year.  Through July there were almost 113,000 inbound tickets.  For every inbound ticket there are 5.2 outbound tickets, meaning there are 5.2 on average members listed on each ticket called in.  Bingham County inbound locate requests for July 2021 are about 100 tickets over where it was last year through July.  Bingham County inbound tickets saw a 15 percent increase from 2019 to 2020, and year to date about 3 percent.  In 2019, Bingham County had just over 3,000 inbound tickets and in 2020 just under 3,600.  
The top 3 types of work being done across the Digline area in all 3 years is the same: fences being installed, gas service installed, and water, sewer, power to new homes.  In Bingham County in 2019 the top three types were: fence, gas service install, and sprinklers.  In 2020 it was fence, gas, and power pole repair.  So far for 2021 it is gas, fence, and sprinklers.  
In 2019, 684 Bingham County homeowners called in for locates, 808 in 2020 and so far this year just under 500.  Currently, approximately 37 to 38 percent of these tickets are done on the web through Digline’s website: www.digline.com.  It is the only way they can keep up with the 800 to 900 tickets submitted daily.  
Digline will be getting new software next year that will have a web portal with a map.  As a homeowner you can go to the map and say locate around this tree and this fence that I am going to repair.  This will save time for the locators.  
Julie is the on the Damage Prevention Board that was established in 2016.  She is the member representing the One Calls and the UCC’s.  If there are concerns you want taken to the board, but you can’t make it to the meeting, feel free to give Julie a call.  
A Rules and Statutes Subcommittee was established about a year and a half ago.  They are really active and are looking at everything in the law.  Right now if you call in a locate, the ticket is valid for 21 days.  They are looking at changing it to 28 days.  It would cut down on the ticket volume and the number of tickets the utilities get charged for.  They are trying to come up with new rules that in an emergency, utilities have to respond in one way or another. It can be a phone call letting them know they are clear.  The committee is looking at pre-marking.  Pre-marking is not required in the State of Idaho.  Pre-designs are also being discussed.
Positive Response is available on the website to let you know the status of your ticket.  Call or click before you dig!

Old Business:
· City of Blackfoot – There wasn’t anyone present representing the City of Blackfoot. 
· Intermountain Gas – Nothing new to report.  
· Idaho Power – There wasn’t anyone present representing Idaho Power.
· Cable One – There wasn’t anyone present representing Cable One.
Financial Report:
Current Business Checking Balance as of 8/31/21 – $555.23
Membership dues for 2021 are now being collected.  Please remit $25.00 payable to: Bingham County UCC %Rebecca Fangsrud.  Mail to: 245 North 690 West, Blackfoot, ID 83221.  An invoice for the 2021 annual dues is attached to this email for those who have not paid their dues.
Subdivision Review:  David Romrell stated there are no new subdivisions.

New Business:
· ITD Projects – Melodie Halstead handed out the ITD project report for August 2021.  The most important section is the Design section on page 4 of 9.  Please check the upcoming projects and let ITD know if there are any utilities in that area to include on the plans.  If you are a utility not in attendance at this meeting, please check the projects and contact ITD with any utilities to be included in the planning stage of the project.
· County Road & Bridge – Nothing to report
· Intermountain Gas – The Mitchell Lane project starts next week.  Thompson Lane is completed. 
The next Bingham County UCC meeting will be held at 10:00 a.m. on October 5, 2021, at the Bingham County Public Works Offices.
Meeting adjourned
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