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Bannock Utility Coordinating Council Meeting Minutes 
December 11, 2024 @ 10:00 a.m. 
City Hall Iwamizawa Conference Room & GoToMeeting App 
 
 
1. Welcome/Attendees Sign-In 

• Meeting was called to order by Merril Quayle at 10:00 a.m. 
• Attendees:  See Attachment A 

 
2. Approval of Minutes from the November 13th meeting 

Council was asked to approve the minutes from the November 13th meeting as written.  
Motion to approve made by Doug Brooks (Syringa Networks) and seconded by Josh 
Hubbard (Williams).  Motion passed. 
 

3. Financial Report 
• As of November 30, the BUCC has a balance of $1,778.77. An additional deposit of 

$550 will be made today. 
• Invoices for 2025 dues were sent out the first week of November. If your company 

did not receive yours, please contact Merril or Brenda. 
 

4. Utility capital improvement or maintenance project scheduled 
• City Street Department will have their paving list out in January. City Water 

Department will also have their project list out in January. 
• If your company is willing, please share plans so we can all coordinate where 

appropriate. 
 

5. 2025 Bannock UCC Contractor Breakfast – See Attachment B 
 

6. Items from Idaho UCC 
• The Spring meeting will be held April 24 – 25 in Boise at IMG.  
• Current website is located at www.iduccweb.wixsite.com 
• IUCC officers: 

o Alan Volbrecht, President alan.volbrecht@elmutility.com 
o Bruce Hathaway, Vice-President bruce@fatbeam.com 
o Vacant, Secretary/Treasurer  

 
 

http://www.iduccweb.wixsite.com/
mailto:alan.volbrecht@elmutility.com
mailto:bruce@fatbeam.com
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7. One Call Center “Digline” Information and News  
• Ticket information can be found online at https://www.digline.com/statistics  

 
8. Damage Prevention Board News 

• Damage Prevention Program Specialist, Jeannien DeWitt 
jeannien.dewitt@dopl.idaho.gov  

• 2025 Board Meetings will be held January 16, April 17, June 12, and September 19. 
All meetings start at 9 a.m. This is the link to the board meeting calendar: 
https://dopl.idaho.gov/calendar/ 
Click on the meeting to access the agenda and call-in information.  

• The online link for filing a complaint can be found here: 
https://dopl.idaho.gov/dpb/dpb-file-a-complaint/ 

• Safe Digging Guides in both English and Spanish can be found here under 
“resources”: https://dopl.idaho.gov/dpb/bpb-training/ 
 

9. Project Specific Discussion  
• US-91 Park Lawn to Siphon project on Chubbuck (JUB) – Andrea with JUB talked to 

Russell (Sparklight), Phil (IMG), and Dylan (Direct Communications) about their 
relocations. ITD plans to meet with all utilities. 

• US-30 Yellowstone to Garrett Way – Meeting today; they are lacking funds and will 
need to scale back on the project. 
 

10. Open Discussion on Projects Within the Area of Influence 

• Google Fiber (Frank Warr) 
o Working in the following areas: 

1. East of the Fairgrounds/Highland area 
2. Wyeth to Center, from 15th to the Railroad 
3. Philbin and Quinn 

 
• Intermountain Gas (Phil Colborn) 

o Island in Blackfoot  
o Joint Trench 
o Working with Andrea on New Day Parkway 

 
• Direct Communications (Dylan Becker) 

o Project at Bannock Hwy through Cedar Hills 
o A few businesses in town 
o Joint Trench 

 

https://www.digline.com/statistics
mailto:jeannien.dewitt@dopl.idaho.gov
https://dopl.idaho.gov/calendar/
https://dopl.idaho.gov/dpb/dpb-file-a-complaint/
https://dopl.idaho.gov/dpb/bpb-training/
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• Sparklight (Russell Christ) 
o Talked about wanting to meet with Andrea, Dylan, and Phil about re-locating 

lines. 
 

• City of Pocatello (Merril Quayle) 
o Moratorium on street cuts 
o Will have project list available at our next meeting 

 
11. Other/Review of any action items  

• Assignments related to the upcoming breakfast. See attachment B. 
 

12. Next meeting  
Wednesday, January 8 @ 10 a.m. via GoTo Meeting App (Access Code 587-156-573) or in 
person at City Hall, Iwamizawa Conference Room.   
 

13. Adjourn 
Meeting adjourned at 10:42 a.m. 
 
 
 

APPROVED BY: 
 
 
 

MERRIL QUAYLE, PRESIDENT 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
BRIDGER MORRISON, SECRETARY/TREASURER 
 
PREPARED BY: Brenda Andrews 



 
 
 

ATTACHMENT 
A 

  





 
 
 

ATTACHMENT 
B 

  



 
Bannock Utility Coordinating Council Breakfast Planning 

Date: February 19, 2025 Time:  7 – 9 a.m. 
Place:  Public Works Annex @ 2405 Garrett Way 

 
Event Details & Assignments 
 

• Location:  City of Pocatello Public Works Annex at 2405 Garrett Way 
• Invitations:  Invitations to be sent out three times. January 3rd and 31st, reminder to those signed up 

February 12th.  (Brenda) 
• Presentations:   

o Bannock UCC – 10-minute presentation about the UCC (Merril or other) 
o ELM – 10 minutes (Alan Volbrecht, ELM and Idaho UCC President) 
o Montana-Dakota Utilities Group – 10 minutes (Erika Payne, Public Awareness & Damage 

Prevention Coordinator)  
All presentations combined should not exceed 45 minutes. 

• Possible Vendors:  Review and Follow-up, Share date of event
o Western States – Merril Quayle 
o Ditch Witch - Merril 
o DigLine - Merril 
o Idaho Power – Ethan Morgan 
o Intermountain Gas – Phil Colborn 
o Williams – Josh Hubbard 
o USIC – Doug Brooks 
o Platt Electric – Mike Neville 

o Direct Communications – Dylan 
Becker 

o Badger Daylight - Merril 
o United Rental - Merril 
o Marathon – Franklin Delos Reyes 
o Utility Vac-N-Fill – Merril 
o ELM – Doug Brooks 
o BP Locating – Doug Brooks 

• Door prizes – Going back to the old system; put all tickets together and draw. 
• Tickets and container to draw from for door prizes (Williams) 
• Table set up for door Prizes 
• Name tags and marker – only for the BUCC.  
• Sign in sheet (Brenda) 
• Setup/Takedown: 15 tables and 120 chairs for 116 people – Table and chairs from Parks. Mike Neville 

will take care of this. Mike may set up for us? If we need to set up, meet at 5:30 the day before. Should 
take about 45 minutes. We will need help with cleanup from our committee. 

• Garbage cans – Merril will contact Sanitation 
• Computer, cords, remote - Will raise screens up for better visibility. Streets has a new sound system 

w/mic. Will need two projectors. (Merril) 
• Food: Del Monte (Phil) 
• Questionnaire/Evaluation of the event:  Will send out copies to BUCC members to review and give 

feedback. (Brenda) 
• Brochures for Bannock UCC and information to join if interested.  
• Additional Funding:  If your company would like to contribute, they can pay Del Monte directly for the 

cost of the breakfast (located at 808 West Center in Pocatello. Phone number 208-234-2061) OR send a 
check to Bannock UCC, attention Merril Quayle, 3636 Jason Ave, Pocatello ID 83204. 

• Parking – there should be plenty of parking.  People will need to park along Frontage Road at an angle. 
• Signage to entrance – Merril will put up a sign so people enter the proper door. 

 
 
 
 



 
Breakfast Schedule  
 

• 6:30 a.m. show up and unlock doors  
• Direct Communications to man tickets for door prizes? 
• 7:00am Welcome and start breakfast (where are the exits, restrooms, garbage etc.) 
• Recognize vendors and thank them 
• 7:30am Start presentations 

o 10-minute Bannock UCC introduction and invitation to join (Merril) 
o 10-minute ELM (Alan Volbrecht) 
o 10-minute Montana-Dakota Utilities Group (Erika Payne) 

• 8:30am door prizes/please fill out evaluation/thank everyone again  
• 9:00am Conclude and clean up 
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