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Bannock Utility Coordinating Council Meeting Minutes 
January 8, 2025 @ 10:00 a.m. 
City Hall Iwamizawa Conference Room & GoToMeeting App 
 
 
1. Welcome/Attendees Sign-In 

• Meeting was called to order by Merril Quayle at 10:00 a.m. 
• Attendees:  See Attachment A 

 
2. Approval of Minutes from the December meeting 

Council was asked to approve the minutes from the December 11th meeting as written.  
Motion to approve made by Dylan Becker (Direct Communications) and seconded by Chayd 
Criddle (City of Pocatello Streets).  Motion passed. 
 

3. Financial Report 
• No statement available this month, but with the deposited $550, the balance should 

be $2,328.77. Additional deposits will be made this month. 
 

4. 2025 Bannock UCC Contractor Breakfast – See Attachment B 
 

5. Items from Idaho UCC 
• The Spring meeting will be held April 24 – 25 in Boise at IMG.  Merril plans to give a 

presentation about Google, micro-trenching pros and cons. 
• Current website is located at www.iduccweb.wixsite.com 
• IUCC officers: 

o Alan Volbrecht, President alan.volbrecht@elmutility.com 
o Bruce Hathaway, Vice-President bruce@fatbeam.com 
o Vacant, Secretary/Treasurer  

 
6. One Call Center “Digline” Information and News  

• Ticket information can be found online at https://www.digline.com/statistics  
 

7. Damage Prevention Board News 
• Damage Prevention Program Specialist, Jeannien DeWitt 

jeannien.dewitt@dopl.idaho.gov  

http://www.iduccweb.wixsite.com/
mailto:alan.volbrecht@elmutility.com
mailto:bruce@fatbeam.com
https://www.digline.com/statistics
mailto:jeannien.dewitt@dopl.idaho.gov
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• 2025 Board Meetings will be held January 16, April 17, June 12, and September 19. 
All meetings start at 9 a.m. This is the link to the board meeting calendar: 
https://dopl.idaho.gov/calendar/ 
Click on the meeting to access the agenda and call-in information.  

• The online link for filing a complaint can be found here: 
https://dopl.idaho.gov/dpb/dpb-file-a-complaint/ 

• Training resources can be found here: https://dopl.idaho.gov/dpb/bpb-training/ 
 

8. Presentation – Erika Payne, Public Awareness & Damage Prevention Coordinator, Montana-
Dakota Utilities Group 

• Reviewed the 3rd Quarter Damage Prevention Report 
• Discussed Geofencing – taking a map and drawing a box around a business, such as 

Home Depot. Those who go into the store (who have their data on) receive a banner 
ad about calling 811 before digging. 

• Reviewed damage prevention stats in Idaho – Idaho is the highest hitter for damages 
per state 

• Erika will review some of this information during her presentation at the Breakfast. 
 

9. Utility capital improvement or maintenance project scheduled 
• City Street Department will have their paving list and City Water Department will 

have their project list available in February. 
• If your company is willing, please share plans so we can all coordinate where 

appropriate. 
 

10. Project Specific Discussion  
• US-91 Park Lawn to Siphon project on Chubbuck (JUB) – Andrea with JUB discussed 

questions/concerns with Dylan with Direct Communications and Bridger Morrison 
with City of Chubbuck. Project is pushing ahead, want relocations done this year. 

• US-30 Yellowstone to Garrett Way – Meeting Friday; scaling back on this project. 
• South 5th Project 

 
11. Open Discussion on Projects Within the Area of Influence 

• City of Pocatello Streets (Chayd Criddle) 
o Will have pavement list available next month 

 
• Direct Communications (Dylan Becker) 

o Small project on Flandro by Amy’s Kitchen 

https://dopl.idaho.gov/calendar/
https://dopl.idaho.gov/dpb/dpb-file-a-complaint/
https://dopl.idaho.gov/dpb/bpb-training/
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12. Other/Review of any action items  
• Doug will confirm with USIC, ELM, and BP Locating regarding having vendor tables at 

the Breakfast and will report back to Merril by the end of this week (1/10/25). 
• Merril (possibly) create a poster recognizing companies who donated to the 

breakfast. 
• Phil will tell Del Monte to plan for 130 people and set up at 6:30 a.m. 
• All – please print and the breakfast flyer and get the word out. – See Attachment C 
• For other breakfast assignments, see Attachment B 

 
13. Next meeting  

Wednesday, February 12 @ 10 a.m. via GoTo Meeting App (Access Code 587-156-573) or in 
person at City Hall, Iwamizawa Conference Room.  Merril is bringing donuts. We’d love to 
see you all in person! 
 

14. Adjourn 
Meeting adjourned at 11:05 a.m. 
 
 
 

APPROVED BY: 
 
 
 

MERRIL QUAYLE, PRESIDENT 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
BRIDGER MORRISON, SECRETARY/TREASURER 
 
PREPARED BY: Brenda Andrews 



 
 
 

ATTACHMENT 
A 

  





 
 
 

ATTACHMENT 
B 

  



 
Bannock Utility Coordinating Council Breakfast Planning 

Date: February 19, 2025 Time:  7 – 9 a.m. 
Place:  Public Works Annex @ 2405 Garrett Way 

 
Event Details & Assignments 
 

• Location:  City of Pocatello Public Works Annex at 2405 Garrett Way 
• Invitations:  The first round of invitations went out January 7th.  Next round will go out on the 28th, last 

call and reminder to those signed up will go out February 12th.  (Brenda) 
• Presentations:   

o Bannock UCC – 10-minute presentation about the UCC (Merril or other) 
o ELM – 10 minutes (Alan Volbrecht, ELM and Idaho UCC President) 
o Montana-Dakota Utilities Group – 10 minutes (Erika Payne, Public Awareness & Damage 

Prevention Coordinator)  
All presentations combined should not exceed 45 minutes. 

• Possible Vendors:  Review and Follow-up, Share date of event
o Western States – Merril Quayle 
o Ditch Witch - Merril 
o DigLine - Merril 
o Idaho Power – Ethan Morgan 
o Intermountain Gas – Phil Colborn 
o Williams – Josh Hubbard 
o USIC – Doug Brooks 

o Platt Electric – Mike Neville 
o Badger Daylight - Merril 
o United Rental - Merril 
o Marathon – Franklin Delos Reyes 
o Utility Vac-N-Fill – Merril 
o ELM – Doug Brooks 
o BP Locating – Doug Brooks 

• Door prizes – Going back to the old system; put all tickets together and draw. 
• Tickets and container to draw from for door prizes (Williams) 
• Table set up for door Prizes 
• Name tags and marker – only for the BUCC.  
• Sign in sheet (Brenda) 
• Setup/Takedown: 15 tables and 120 chairs for 116 people – Table and chairs from Parks. Streets will 

take care of setup. We ask that the BUCC members stay after the breakfast to assist in cleanup.  
• Garbage cans – Merril will contact Sanitation 
• Computer, cords, remote - Will raise screens up for better visibility. Streets has a new sound system 

w/mic. Will need two projectors. (Merril) 
• Food: Del Monte (Phil) – planning on 130 until further notice. Phil will ask Del Monte to come at 6:30 

a.m. 
• Questionnaire/Evaluation of the event:  Will send out copies to BUCC members to review and give 

feedback. (Brenda) 
• Brochures for Bannock UCC and information to join if interested.  
• Additional Funding:  If your company would like to contribute, they can pay Del Monte directly for the 

cost of the breakfast (located at 808 West Center in Pocatello. Phone number 208-234-2061) OR send a 
check to Bannock UCC, attention Merril Quayle, 3636 Jason Ave, Pocatello ID 83204. Merril brought up 
the idea of creating a poster to recognize those who contributed. 

• Parking – there should be plenty of parking.  People will need to park along Frontage Road at an angle. 
• Signage to entrance – Merril will put up a sign so people enter the proper door. 

 
 
 
 



 
Breakfast Schedule  
 

• 6:30 a.m. show up and unlock doors  
• Direct Communications to man tickets for door prizes? 
• 7:00am Welcome and start breakfast (where are the exits, restrooms, garbage etc.) 
• Recognize vendors and thank them 
• 7:30am Start presentations 

o 10-minute Bannock UCC introduction and invitation to join (Merril) 
o 10-minute ELM (Alan Volbrecht) 
o 10-minute Montana-Dakota Utilities Group (Erika Payne) 

• 8:30am door prizes/please fill out evaluation/thank everyone again  
• 9:00am Conclude and clean up 

 
Merril Reminders 

• The screens need to be higher than ground level 
• Need two good projectors that can be viewed with lights on (high lumens) 
• The sound system is good but does not project to the back rows even when held close to the mouth.  
 



 
 
 

ATTACHMENT 
C 

  



Utility Damage Prevention 
Contractor Breakfast 

  
  

 
 

Hosted by the Bannock Utility Coordinating Council 
 

You are invited to attend the Annual Utility Damage Prevention Contractor 
Breakfast. Please RSVP no later than February 12th.  

 

  Date:  Wednesday, February 19, 2025  
  Time:  7:00 – 9:00 a.m. 
  Place:  City of Pocatello Public Works Annex, 2405 Garrett Way, Pocatello 
 
  *Free catered breakfast by Del Monte 
  *Presentations on Damage Prevention, Safety, & Utility Locating 
  *Equipment & Material Vendors         
  *Door Prizes                                                      RSVP Merril Quayle, PE 

mquayle@pocatello.gov 
                 (208)234-6228 

mailto:mquayle@pocatello.gov
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